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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97fb) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents on the attached listing. This Infomnation Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a 
Request for Continued Examination. 

Copies of the listed foreign documents are attached. Non-English document 
"Ekishou no Kagaku: quarterly publication", Kagaku Sosetsu No. 22 (1994), p. 60-72, 
edited by Nihon Kagakukai (Gakkai Shuppan center) is cited on page 66 of the 



specification of this application 
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English abstracts of the Japanese Published Patent Applications are attached. 
Listed issued Japanese patents correspond to listed published Japanese patent 
applications, for which English Abstracts are available as follows: 



ISSUED PATENT 


PUBLISHED APPLICATION 


2,640,083 


08-005837 


2,641 ,086 


07-146409 


2,692,033 


07-333430 


2,692,035 


08-027284 


2,747,789 


07-333433 


2,767,382 


07-287120 



Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, 
Applicants reserve the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding 
the appropriate status of such documents. 
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Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents 
be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, LL.P. 



Dated: June 8, 2006 




Michael R. Kelly 
Reg. No. 33,921 
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^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 

^ For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 

precede the serial number of the patent document. 

^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required 
to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an 
application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and CFR 1.14. This collection is 
estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the 
completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for 
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



